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Disclaimer: 

The development of this presentation was supported by 
cooperative agreement 15PJDP-21-GK-00035-CATP. Points of view or 

opinions expressed in this presentation are those of the 
presenter(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position or 

policies of OJJDP or the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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Presenter: 

Kimberly Jones
Site Manager- She/Her



What word would you choose to 
describe why you do what you do?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



#EveryCourtEveryChild

“What grounds us all is our devotion and commitment to children and families 
and amplifying the importance of an independent, well-trained and trusted 

judiciary. And that is the reason this organization is 88 years strong.”
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NCJFCJ’s Mission-Values-Vision: 

Mission

To provide all judges, 
courts, and related 
agencies involved 
with juvenile, family, 
and domestic 
violence cases with 
the knowledge and 
skills to improve the 
lives of the families 
and children who 
seek justice

Values

• Compassion

• Leadership

• Education

• Community

Vision

For a society in 
which every family 
and child has access 
to fair, equal, 
effective, and timely 
justice



NCJFCJ Impact

Oldest Judicial 
Membership 
Organization 

30,000
Judges & 

Professionals 
Served 

4 Million
Families Affected By 

Our Work



About 
NCJFCJ: 

o Main headquarters in Reno, NV

o 1937-2024 celebrated 88 years 
of service

o University of Nevada Reno (UNR) 
& National Judicial College 
affiliated

o National Center for Juvenile 
Justice (NCJJ)-Research Division, 
in Pittsburgh, PA

• 1973-2024 celebrated 51 
years of service



Enhanced Resource 
Guidelines (ERG’s): 

o The ERG serves as the guiding resource for the 
Child Welfare department. 

o Originally published in 1995, the ERG’s detailed 
effective dependency court hearing practices, 
provided options for improved practice and 
guided juvenile and family courts in assessing 
and implementing improvements in the 
handling of child abuse and neglect cases. 



(ERG’s) Continued: 

o “The ERG’s will serve as the NCJFCJ’s blueprint for 
training on child abuse and neglect practices and 
is monumental in shaping the way courts handle 
cases to best serve the children and families 
involved in the court system,” said Melissa Gueller, 
NCJFCJ’s former program director for child abuse 
and neglect.

o To date, approximately over 40,000 copies of the 
original Guidelines have been distributed.



10 Key Principles for Permanency 
Planning for Children



Implementation Sites Project Overview:

Through OJJDP funding, The Implementation Site project was developed in 
2017: 

o Two-year period

o Provides tailored training and technical assistance to courts

o Applies the Key Principles of Permanency Planning through the 
implementation of the ERG’s recommended best practices

o Examines and improves current court systems and practices to better serve 
children and families

o Engage jurisdictions in cutting-edge program, policy, and initiative 
development



Implementation Sites Project: 

Phase 1
o Assessments & Planning

Phase 2
o Implementation

Phase 3
o Evaluation



Implementation Sites Project: 

6

2023 application 
process 

announced to 
courts nationwide

21courts applied; 3 
of which were 

tribal

11 courts were 
selected; 10 state 

and 1 tribal



Implementation Sites Project: 
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Tribal Courts
Gila River 

Indian 
Community 

Tribal 
Court, AZ 

(Mentor 
Tribal 
Court)

District 
Court for 

the 
Choctaw 
Nation of 

Oklahoma, 
OK

White Earth 
Tribal 

Court, MN

Wind River 
Tribal 

Court, WY

Suquamish 
Tribal 

Court, WA



Implementation Sites Project: 

6



Workbook Activity 



What are you already doing to get you 
closer to your vision?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Workbook Activity



Questions: 



Thank You



Join us here tomorrow @ 8:30 a.m. CT

8:30-9:30
Breakfast is 
served

9:00-9:15 
Reflections 
from Day 1

9:15-10:30 
Julia Roguski

10:45-12:00
Melisa Harris

1:00-2:15
Ron Whitener

2:30-3:45
Ron Whitener

3:45-4:00
Closing Words

Scan the QR code 
above for the Day 

1 Survey!
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